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AWARDS
• SX:Global Audience Award / South by Southwest 

• Grand Jury Award / Full Frame Documentary Festival 

• Golden Eye Best International Documentary / Zurich Film Festival 

• Best Feature Documentary / Morelia International Film Festival 

• International Jury Prize / This Human World Festival 

• Special Mention Feisal Award / Guadalajara International Film 
Festival 

• Audience Award / Festival de Zanate 

• Cuauhtémoc Moctezuma-Ambulante Post-production Grant 

• Program of Promotion of Projects and Cultural Joint Ventures of 
the National Fund for Culture and the Arts FONCA

NOMINATIONS

• Outstanding Achievement in a Debut Feature Film / 2016 Cinema 
Eye Honors (nominated) 

• Best Director of a Documentary Film / 2016 Cinema Tropical 
Awards (winner) 



IN THE PRESS

"One would be hard-pressed to find a more thoughtful, confident 
premiere at SXSW than Betzabé Garcia's Kings of 
Nowhere..." / Carson Lund, Slant Magazine

"A masterpiece.” / Charles Trapunski, Scene Creek

“Kings of Nowhere is one of the best documentaries of the year: a quietly 
devastating portrait of life in a remote Mexican village drowned by a 
hydroelectric scheme, particularly remarkable for the dignity and humanity 
it finds among the remaining inhabitants. Most impressive of all is the fact 
that Garcia only reveals at the end the political realities behind the rising 
waters and the constant danger faced by the villagers (and the filmmaker). 
The luminous beauty of the images only serves to emphasize the extent of 
the tragedy.” / Nick Roddick

"A war-zone survival drama told with tact and maturity that has sparked 
fest and critical plaudits... Set in a deluged Mexican village, ‘Kings of 
Nowhere’ portrays remarkable human resistance in the face of man-made 
disaster" / John Hopewell, Variety

“Kings of Nowhere” was included in Sight & Sound’s list of Best Films 
of 2015 

"Verging on the surreal, the documentary Los reyes del pueblo que no 
existe tells the story of a flooded Mexican village and the three 
families that decided to stay amid animals caught in water and 
shotguns aimed to those who protest the disaster. The characters are 
philosophical about their situation and the sights are beautififul in their 
strangeness." Fernanda Zolorzano, Sight & Sound 



“The key element in KINGS OF NOWHERE—for all the beautiful 
compositions containing streetlamps, overhead electricity cables and 
other markers of a civilisation now lost— might be its rich, evocative 
soundscape. Devoid of people, the town is enlivened by the sounds of 
lapping water, wood pigeons and the odd crash of thunder—all of which 
are cloaked by a gentle cacophony comprising cicadas, crickets, cows 
and cockerels. Here, animals mourn on humanity’s behalf.” / Michael 
Pattison, Filmuforia

"The director's gaze suggests what would the Apocalypse look like 
among Mexicans. Although fearful due to the killings perpetrated in the 
region, the characters experience with relative calm the daily life of the 
disaster. There are instants in that unusual life that recalls certain 
moments in Werner Herzog's documentaries. Deservedly, Los reyes del 
pueblo que no existe (Kings of Nowhere) took the best documentary 
award…" / Leonardo García Tsao, La Jornada



Three families live in a village partially submerged by water in 
Northwestern Mexico. Despite their loneliness and fear, they 
refuse to leave. 

SYNOPSIS 

LOG LINE 

Three families live in a village partially submerged by water in 
Northwestern Mexico: Pani and Paula do not want to close their 
tortilleria and spend their spare time rescuing the town from ruins; 
Miro and his parents dream of leaving but can’t; Yoya and Jaimito 
live in fear but have everything they need.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 

I visited the town of San Marcos, Sinaloa, for the first time when I was 13 years old 
with a theatre company (TATIU) that organized plays in rural and hard to reach 
communities. In 2009, after enrolling in the CUEC-UNAM film school in Mexico City, I 
heard that this town of more than 200 years was flooded due to the construction of 
the Picachos dam. I decided to go back to San Marcos to spent some time there and 
began to get to know the people that had stayed in the flooded town. With the 
support of the entire community, we produced the fiction short film “Venecia, 
Sinaloa” (Venice, Sinaloa), which was inspired by the families that endured the flood.

During my time there, I often asked myself why did some decide to stay in a town that 
was flooded with not only water but also with fear. After the construction of the dam, 
the submerged town became a breeding ground for violence. From being a town with 
300 families, it eventually went down to only 3. It would seem that the flood had arrived 
as a metaphor of fear.

I then made the decision to take some time off film school to make a documentary 
inspired by the stories of the people that had stayed there even in the most adverse 
conditions. Pani was ambushed and shot while driving his truck, but instead of leaving, 
he decided to stay and rebuild the town. “In life there are no handles… We are floating 
in the universe”, says Pani, who tries to grab on to life through faith. Everyday, Miro 
takes food to a cow that was stranded in a small island with the rise of the tide and 
feels just as trapped in San Marcos as the animal in the island. He feels the urge “to 
float away” and that the town is doomed to be buried in the mud. After the exodus of 
most of the inhabitants, Jaimito and Yoya moved from a wooden shack to the town’s 
biggest house and live day to day enjoying life as it comes. They all have has their own 
stance concerning the flooded town and life in general: whether it is idealist, pessimistic 
or realistic. Los reyes del pueblo que no existe (Kings of Nowhere) is their story.



BETZABÉ GARCÍA  
VENADO FILMS 

(Mexico, 1990) 

Her first feature documentary film "Kings of Nowhere" (2015) was the 
winner of the SX:Global Audience Award at SXSW, the Grand Jury Award 
at Full Frame Documentary Festival, the Golden Eye for Best 
International Documentary Film at the Zurich Film Festival, Best 
Documentary at the Morelia International Film Festival, International Jury 
Prize at This Human World; and the Cuauhtémoc Moctezuma-Ambulante 
Grant. "Kings of Nowhere" was nominated for Outstanding Achievement 
in a Debut Feature Film at the 2016 Cinema Eye Honors and Betzabé 
won Best Director of a Documentary Film at the 2016 Cinema Tropical 
Awards. Her short-film "Porcelana" (2013) won the 12th IMCINE National 
Short Film Competition and was awarded the Best Short Film at the 16th 
Guanajuato International Film Festival (2013) as well as the Best Film 
Award at the AluCine Latin Film + Media Arts in Toronto, and was part of 
the official selection of the Guadalajara International Film Festival, the 
Morelia International Film Festival, the International Festival of New Latin 
American Film Havana, among others. Her short film "Venecia, 
Sinaloa" (2011) was part of the official selection at the Morelia 
International Film Festival. She recently participated alongside artists 
such as Yoko Ono in the “Marathon 89 plus Jumex Foundation for 
Contemporary Art”, curated by Simon Castets and Hans Ulrich Obrist. 
She was also nominated for the Rolex Mentor & Scholarship Protégés 
Arts Initiative 2014. 



HUGO ESPINOSA 
RUTA 66 CINE 

(Mexico City, 1977)

Graduated from the career of Communications and Public 
Relations at the Universidad Latinoamericana. Since 2003 he has 
served as producer on numerous film projects. He was the 
producer of the feature documentary “Quebranto” by Roberto 
Fiesco (2013): winner of the Critics Award and the Maguey Prize at 
the Guadalajara International Film festival, the Sebastiane Latino 
award at the San Sebastian International Film Festival, as well as 
the Audience Award at the Morelia International Film Festival. He 
was executive producer of Arturo Ripstein’s “Reasons of the Heart” 
(2011), exhibited at San Sebastian International Film Festival 2012. 
That same year, Hugo produced: Betzabé Garcia’s “Porcelain”, 
which was the winner of the Best Short Film at the 16th Guanajuato 
International Film Festival (2013); Roberto Fiesco’s “Statues”, 
winner of 11 prizes including The Crystal Display to the production 
values; and Ulises Pérez Mancilla’s “Rain on the eyes”, all winners 
of the 12th National Short Film Project Competition 2012. Hugo 
also produced the documentary film “The transformation of the film 
in music” (2010), a documentary that portrays the process of 
recording the last studio album of Eugenia León.

He recently produced alongside Roberto Fiesco the fourth feature 
film of Julián Hernández "I am happiness in this world," as well as 
the Mexico/Spain production "Nazarín in Morelos" by Javier 
Espada, as well as the documentary “Kings of Nowhere” by 
Betzabé García.




LOS REYES DEL PUEBLO QUE NO EXISTE (KINGS 
OF NOWHERE) 
2015 / Mexico / HD / 83 min 

Direction: Betzabé García  
Producers: Hugo Espinosa, Betzabé García 
Production companies: Venado Films, Ruta 66 Cine 
Screenplay: Betzabé García 
Cinematography: Diego Tenorio 
Editor: Gabriel Herrera 
Sound: Christian Giraud 
Music: Banda “Los Jalapeños” 

Cast: Irineo Osuna Enciso, Cipriano Osuna 
Sánchez, María Aura Zazueta Lamphar, Paula 
Sánchez Osuna, Ramiro Osuna Moreno 



“In life there are no handles… 
We are floating in the universe.” 


